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Haguiko
« MA »  espace-temps

Elena Gileva et Jeltje Borneman (ACLB)
The sound of trees walking

Restitution of the work as part of the ‘Residences of La Borne’

Association Céramique La Borne
Artistic permanence

Haguilko Tabouret-cube « bleu ciel », 2022  
25 x 26 x (h) 34 cm © Pascal Vangysel

Elena Gileva and Jeltje Borneman (ACLB)  
In the workshop of Jeltje Borneman, november 2021 © CCCLB

Daniel Lacroix (ACLB)
Ant-«DOM-INO»,2021 (detail) © Isabelle Martin

from 3 SEPTEMBER  
to 22 NOVEMBER 2022



Haguiko
« MA »  espace-temps

For Haguiko

... Above the fog, there must have been sun: the 
light descended into this misty haze, skirting 
sparkling blue caverns which in the thick motion 
of the fog through the forest, slowly died away 
and lit up the curve of a trunk,  the redness of 
the winter branches, the grass, then melted into 
a brilliant whiteness with just a hint of colour like 
a shimmer of oil. There was always a feeling of 
everlasting safety.

Extract: Jean Giono “Batailles dans la montagne”  
(Battles in the Mountain)

At that moment, as I was reading the beginning 
of Giono’s book, Haguiko’s work became 
superimposed on my vision, a milky square of 
ceramic, a cube, what she calls a cloud.
I could not shake off this sense of 
superimposition, so much so that I had the 
feeling that Giono had written it with her in mind,  
even though it was about a mountain landscape 
awakening as the sun comes up.
But perhaps there is a connection that is not 
so very distant between Haguiko’s purposeful, 
deliberately constructed work and the evocation 
of the light in the sky as it appears on a material, 
slipping across a surface.
Haguiko forms shapes volumes with a firmness, a 
simplicity and an accuracy. These are sculptures 
that could be, or are, furniture, part of the life of 
a home. You live alongside them, they are right 
there, you can sit on them, rest on them, take 
your time... the time to reflect.
Taking one’s time... Haguiko often comes back 
to this... “It’s almost a eulogy to slowness, sitting, 
reading, daydreaming, that’s my job, all the 
time”, she says.
Another of her major preoccupations is 
architectural arrangement in space, as if to 
soothe time itself.
To quote her: “Yes, the architecture of space as 
well as the architecture of time, the condition of 
forms and the condition of life.”
I think that if she were able to, she would like to 
use a chainsaw to cut slices out of the air and 
the sky and install them indoors, in the home she 
is living in.

Nicole Courtois, June 2022

The artist lives and works near Paris. Haguiko holds a degree in 
architectural engineering from the University of Fukuoka, Japan. 
She moved to France in 1972 where she obtained a higher national 
diploma in visual arts expression. She discovered contemporary 
ceramics in the workshop of Jean-Pierre Viot. Together they 
founded a studio.
She taught at the Marseilles School of Fine Arts Luminy (space 
and design section) from 1991 to 1995, and at the Arras Art School 
(Ceramics Department) from 2006 to 2011.
She is a member of the International Academy of Ceramics and the 
Ateliers d’Art de France.
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Elena Gileva et Jeltje Borneman 
(ACLB)
The sound of trees walking

Presentation of the «La Borne Residences» programme 

The three-year period of artistic residency shared 
by Elena Gileva and Jeltje Borneman began in 
2019. In the beginning, in formal terms, everything 
was there to divide artist Elena Gileva and the 
potter Jeltje Borneman. They had to take their 
time to meet and discuss in order to establish 
together the challenges of their research and 
the direction their residency was to take. Both 
were attracted to ways of living that had a fresh, 
new relationship with nature, so they decided 
to put their natural environments at the heart of 
their work. The exhibition’s title came from this 
renewed relationship that could be described as 
a vibrant one: the sound of trees walking... Like 
two trees in the landscape, Elena and Jeltje have 
moved forward, sometimes in unison, sometimes 
against the beat, to build a mutual musical 
score. Ahead of the exhibition, Elena Gileva and 
Jeltje Borneman had the aim of reducing how 
much they intervened, in order to focus on the 
relationship between the materials, the space 
and the spectator. 

Residencial Home La Borne

The project of artistic residences for ceramic creation was launched 
in 2013, at the initiative of the French government, the La Borne 
Ceramics Association and local authorities, with the aim of creating 
the momentum to develop and promote La Borne’s ceramics 
output.

The aim of the residences project is to encourage the sharing of 
knowledge, experience and techniques, in order to rethink existing 
categories and traditional hierarchies, particularly between art, 
design, arts and crafts. It enables artists from all walks of life to 
come and work together with ceramic artists from the Ceramics 
Association of La Borne, with the aim of developing projects for 
the joint creation of works of art.

In 2022 the Ceramics Centre and the La Borne Ceramics 
Association will play host to artists in residence Javier Bravo 
de Rueda and Éléonore False. The 2020 and 2021Artist in 
Residence programme continues with Charlotte Coquen & Isabelle 
Pammachius, Île/Mer/Froid & Hervé Rousseau.

The residences of La Borne are supported by the ‘Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut Berry’, the Centre-Val de Loire Regional 
Department of Cultural Affairs, the Centre-Val de Loire Region and 
the Department of Cher.

For more information about on the artists in residence programme: 
https://www.laborne.org/fr/residences_la_borne/

from 3 SEPTEMBER 
to 18 OCTOBER 2022

Born in Russia in 1992, Elena Gileva began her 
artistic career in Saint Petersburg. After two 
years of studying classical sculpture, Gileva 
moved to Paris in 2009, where she got a BFA at 
the Parsons Paris School of Art and Design as a 
student of ceramic artist Kristin McKirdy.
Her 2015 residency in Japan, at the Shigaraki 
Ceramic Sculpture Park, proved a turning 
point in her learning as she decided to focus 
fully on ceramics from that point on. In 2016, 
she completed a Ceramics and Glass MA at 
the London Royal College of Art, where she 
presented a noteworthy installation of her 
“Woven Pebbles”. Gileva is now pursuing her 
work as a ceramic sculptor who renews the 
traditional practices of the material: a coil of 
clay is no longer the basis for the construction 
of a container with her, but the displayed 
expression of an elaborate construction.

Biography taken from the website  
of the Galerie de l’Ancienne Poste. Available on:  

https://galerie-ancienne-poste.com/ 
portfolio-item/elena-gileva/

Jeltje Borneman learned ceramics in a 
series of courses that became increasingly 
professional. She chose to throw on the wheel 
and shape the stoneware and then wood-fire 
it. This naturally brought her to La Borne where 
she set up her workshop and built an Olsen kiln.
Jeltje’s work is steeped in the aesthetics of the 
boats she grew up with, and she strives to find 
the harmony and fluidity of their lines in her 
ceramics, which combine both simplicity and 
functionality. Whatever the technique used 
and the intended function, Jeltje’s stoneware 
pieces are above all a medium on which 
the unique effects of the passage of flames, 
ash deposits and the gloss of the salt are 
imprinted.

Nicole Crestou



Ceramics Association  
of La Borne
Permanent Artists

This exhibition has been conceived by 
the members of the Ceramics Association 
of La Borne (ACLB) in response to the 
programme of temporary exhibitions.

Since 1971, the Ceramics Association of La 
Borne (ACLB) has demonstrated its dynamism 
by organising regular events, international 
meetings and exhibitions originally held in 
the former girls’ school, and since 2010 in the 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne. 
Today the Association has a membership 
of over 70 ceramists representing thirteen 
different nationalities who all live within a 35 km 
radius of La Borne. All of them create unique 
pieces, utilitarian pottery and sculptures.

Techniques and firing vary, but wood 
firing still has a special place, with around 
thirty kilns currently in operation.

The Ceramics Association of La Borne is affiliated 
with the Collectif National des Céramistes 
(“National Collective of Ceramists”). It is a 
member of the Ateliers d’Art de France and 
“devenir.art”, an association of cultural actors in 
the visual arts in the Centre-Val de Loire region. It 
works in collaboration with the Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut Berry which manages 
the La Borne Contemporary Ceramic Centre.

ACLB Ceramists
Céline Alfroid Nicolas, 
Éric Astoul, 
Françoise Blain, 
Laurence Blasco Mauriaucourt, 
Jeltje Borneman, 
Myriam Bouchard,
Anthony Bourahli, 
Patricia Calas Dufour, 
Fabienne Claesen, 
Dominique Coenen, 
Isabelle Cœur, 
Nicole Crestou, 
Suzanne Daigeler, 
Dalloun, 
Stéphane Dampierre, 
Bernard David, 
Corinne Decoux, 
Ophélia Derely, 
Rachid Djabela, 
Claude Gaget, 
Agnès Galvao, 
Dominique Garet, 
Laurent Gautier, 
Geneviève Gay, 
Pep Gomez, 
Frans Gregoor, 
Catherine Griffaton, 
Jean Guillaume, 
Claudie Guillaume Charnaux, 
Viola Hering, 
Roz Herrin, 
Svein Hjorth-Jensen, 
Jean Jacquinot, 
Pierre Jaggi, 
Anne-Marie Kelecom, 
Labbrigitte, 
Daniel Lacroix, 
Jacques Laroussinie, 
Christophe Léger,
Arlette Legros,
Dominique Legros, 
Christine Limosino Favretto, 
Claire Linard, 
Guillaume Moreau, 
Machiko Hagiwara, 
François Maréchal, 
Joël Marot, 
Élisabeth Meunier, 
Maya Micenmacher Rousseau, 
Francine Michel, 
Marylène Millérioux,
Mélanie Minguès, 
Isabelle Pammachius, 
Nadia Pasquer, 
Christine Pedley, 
Lucien Petit, 
Jean-Luc Pinçon, 
Charlotte Poulsen, 
Françoise Quiney, 
Michèle Raymond, 
Anne Reverdy, 
Sylvie Rigal, 
Alicia Rochina, 
Lulu Rozay, 
Hervé Rousseau, 
Nicolas Rousseau, 
Karina Schneiders, 
Georges Sybesma, 
Diane Truti, 
Jean-Pol Urbain, 
Émilie Vanhaecke, 
Nirdosh Petra van Heesbeen, 
Claude Voisin, 
David Whitehead, 
Seungho Yang



cccc ll

cc

CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS CENTRE OF LA BORNE 
25 Grand’ Route – 18250 La Borne

40 mins. from Bourges and 25 mins. from Sancerre
00 33 (0)2 48 26 96 21 
contact@laborne.org
www.laborne.org

The Contemporary 
Ceramics  
Centre of La  Borne

The Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne 
(CCCLB) plays an essential, iconic role in the 
contemporary ceramics scene, of producing and 
disseminating ceramics. Its activities are focused 
on safeguarding, enhancing and developing the 
culture of international contemporary ceramics.

The Contemporary Ceramic Centre of La 
Borne is a cultural and tourist amenity of the 
‘Communauté de Communes Terres du Haut 
Berry’ municipality. The Centre’s exhibition 
programme is developed to be in tune with the 
permanent artistic presence of the Ceramics 
Association of La Borne, and in conjunction with 
all of its members.

The Centre is supported by the Ministry of 
Culture-Drac Centre-Val de Loire, the Centre-Val 
de Loire Region and the Cher Departmental 
Council, with the support of the municipality of 
Henrichemont. It is a member of the ‘devenir.art’ 
association of cultural stake- holders in the visual 
arts within the Centre-Val de Loire Region.

Practical information

Presentation of the exhibitions – places must be 
reserved 
Saturday 3 September at 3 pm and 5 pm
Sunday 4 Septembe at 11.30 am 

Private viewing
Saturday 3 September at 6 pm*

Press contact: Corinne Galesso 
c.louveau@laborne.org 

Visuals can be downloaded from our website on 
the following page:
https://www.laborne.org/fr/dossier-de-presse/

The Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne
Is open every day 
from 11 am to 7 pm until 18 September
from 11 am to 6 pm from 19 September

Visits to the Contemporary Ceramic Centre of 
La Borne are carried out in compliance
with the sanitary regulations in force

* The private viewing of the exhibition will be confirmed 
later on, depending on government measures in force


