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Elsa Sahal et Dalloun (ACLB)
Entracte
Restitution of the work as part of the ‘Residences of La Borne’ 

This exhibition was built on the knowledge 
and skills that were exchanged between the 
two artists. In 2020, Elsa Sahal and Dalloun 
chose each other in order to experiment and 
develop their respective practices. Two years 
of collaboration, discussions, tests, doubts and 
shared emotions have enabled the artists to 
meet, surpass themselves and question this 
shared culture of contemporary ceramics, its 
uses, its forms, its materials and its practices. 
There have been many destinations on this 
extended ‘ocean cruise’, and the ‘Entracte’ 
exhibition represents the ‘public’ stopover at 
La Borne. The title of the exhibition echoes the 
way the artists have worked together and the 
diversity of the work they have produced. It is 
about a time «outside of oneself» and a place 
«of what is shared» to be seized in all their 
humanity, humility, beauty and generosity.

Elsa Sahal lives and works in Paris.
She is a sculptor who shapes clay into works 
that evoke organic forms and that question 
the way in which gender and sexuality are 
represented. As a graduate of the National 
School of Fine Arts in Paris in 2000, she is the 
recipient of numerous awards and residencies, 
including the Georges Coulon Prize for 
Sculpture, awarded by the Institut de France 
(2013) and the National Manufacture of Sévres 
(2007-2008). She has taught at the National 
Superior School of ENSAV, Versailles, the School 
of Decorative Arts in Strasbourg and Alfred 
University New York State College of Ceramics.
www.elsasahal.fr

Dalloun is based in La Borne. He has been 
working with ceramics for over 40 years. After 
learning stoneware, and spending many years 
experimenting with fired clay and raku, he has 
become one of the specialists in sigillated clay, 
fired in a wood-burning kiln. Contemporary 
ceramics is rediscovering the beauty and 
astonishing modernity of sigillated clay, a 
technique that respects the earth and is derived 
from Greco-Roman ceramics. Dalloun has freed 
himself from tradition and is experimenting with 
new techniques, superimposing slips made 
from clays of different origins, exposing his 
bowls to the joy of firing, alternating phases 
of oxidation and reduction during the firing.
www.dalloun.fr

The ‘Residences of La Borne’ Scheme

The plan to create residencies for ceramic creativity was launched 
in 2012 by the French government, the Ceramics Association 
of La  Borne and the local authorities, with the aim of creating 
a stimulus to develop and promote the ceramic output of La 
Borne. The Residencies scheme aims to promote the sharing of 
knowledge, experience and techniques in order to rethink existing 
categories and traditional hierarchies, particularly those between 
art, design and crafts.

In 2022, the Ceramics Centre and the Ceramics Association of La 
Borne will welcome Javier Bravo de Rueda and Éléonore False as 
artists in residence. The 2020 and 2021 residencies continue with
Elsa Sahal & Dalloun, Elena Gileva & Jeltje Borneman,  
Charlotte Coquen & Isabelle Pammachius,  
Île/Mer/Froid & Hervé Rousseau.

The La Borne Artists in Residence Scheme receives support from 
the Communauté de Communes Terres du Haut Berry, the Regional 
Directorate for Cultural Affairs of the Centre-Val de Loire, the 
Centre-Val de Loire Region and the Department of the Cher.

For more information on the artists’ residences, see:  
https://www.laborne.org/fr/residences_la_borne/



Dauphine Scalbert
Engobes blancs
D’anciennes amours qui durent toujours 

The artist was born in Lille, and now lives and 
works in Puisaye. 

Dauphine Scalbert started learning about 
ceramics with Bernadette Lhôte. She was 
apprenticed at La Borne to Pierre Mestre and 
in Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye to Guy Normand 
before practicing at the Harvard Radcliffe Pottery 
Studio (USA). In Querétaro (Mexico), she worked 
with Gustavo Perez, then spent four years in 
Korea (1979-1983) where she studied at Icheon 
(Cheong-Un Toyo) and and did restoration 
work at the National Museum. Her training was 
concluded in Japan. In Colombia, for eight years 
she worked both in her studio and at the National 
University as a lecturer in ceramics and she 
travelled to pottery villages. In 1994, she returned 
to France and settled in Puisaye-Forterre, where 
she ran the Terres Est-Ouest training centre.  
As a traditionalist, she throws her pots using foot-
operated wheels and fires using wood and gas 
kilns, and is committed to producing utilitarian 
pieces with taut, dynamic lines, which are, above 
all, generous and simple. 
dauphinescalbert.com



ACLB Ceramists
Céline Alfroid Nicolas, 
Éric Astoul, 
Françoise Blain, 
Laurence Blasco Mauriaucourt, 
Jeltje Borneman, 
Anthony Bourahli, 
Patricia Calas Dufour, 
Fabienne Claesen, 
Dominique Coenen, 
Isabelle Cœur, 
Nicole Crestou, 
Suzanne Daigeler, 
Dalloun, 
Stéphane Dampierre, 
Bernard David, 
Corinne Decoux, 
Ophélia Derely, 
Rachid Djabela, 
Claude Gaget, 
Agnès Galvao, 
Dominique Garet, 
Laurent Gautier, 
Geneviève Gay, 
Pep Gomez, 
Frans Gregoor, 
Catherine Griffaton, 
Jean Guillaume, 
Claudie Guillaume Charnaux, 
Viola Hering, 
Roz Herrin, 
Svein Hjorth-Jensen, 
Jean Jacquinot, 
Pierre Jaggi, 
Anne-Marie Kelecom, 
Labbrigitte, 
Daniel Lacroix, 
Jacques Laroussinie, 
Christophe Léger, 
Dominique Legros, 
Christine Limosino Favretto, 
Claire Linard, 
Guillaume Moreau, 
Machiko Hagiwara, 
François Maréchal, 
Joël Marot, 
Élisabeth Meunier, 
Maya Micenmacher Rousseau, 
Francine Michel, 
Marylène Millérioux, 
Isabelle Pammachius, 
Nadia Pasquer, 
Christine Pedley, 
Lucien Petit, 
Jean-Luc Pinçon, 
Charlotte Poulsen, 
Françoise Quiney, 
Michèle Raymond, 
Anne Reverdy, 
Sylvie Rigal, 
Alicia Rochina, 
Lulu Rozay, 
Hervé Rousseau, 
Nicolas Rousseau, 
Karina Schneiders, 
Georges Sybesma, 
Diane Truti, 
Jean-Pol Urbain, 
Émilie Vanhaecke, 
Nirdosh Petra van Heesbeen, 
Claude Voisin, 
David Whitehead, 
Seungho Yang

Ceramics Association  
of La Borne
Permanent Artists

This exhibition has been conceived by 
the members of the Ceramics Association 
of La Borne (ACLB) in response to the 
programme of temporary exhibitions.

Since 1971, the Ceramics Association of La 
Borne (ACLB) has demonstrated its dynamism 
by organising regular events, international 
meetings and exhibitions originally held in 
the former girls’ school, and since 2010 in the 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne. 
Today the Association has a membership 
of over 70 ceramists representing thirteen 
different nationalities who all live within a 35 km 
radius of La Borne. All of them create unique 
pieces, utilitarian pottery and sculptures.

Techniques and firing vary, but wood 
firing still has a special place, with around 
thirty kilns currently in operation.

The Ceramics Association of La Borne is affiliated 
with the Collectif National des Céramistes 
(“National Collective of Ceramists”). It is a 
member of the Ateliers d’Art de France and 
“devenir.art”, an association of cultural actors in 
the visual arts in the Centre-Val de Loire region. It 
works in collaboration with the Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut Berry which manages 
the La Borne Contemporary Ceramic Centre.
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CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS CENTRE OF LA BORNE 
25 Grand’ Route – 18250 La Borne

40 mins. from Bourges and 25 mins. from Sancerre
00 33 (0)2 48 26 96 21 
contact@laborne.org
www.laborne.org

The Contemporary 
Ceramics  
Centre of La  Borne

The Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne 
(CCCLB) plays an essential, iconic role in the 
contemporary ceramics scene, of producing and 
disseminating ceramics. Its activities are focused 
on safeguarding, enhancing and developing the 
culture of international contemporary ceramics.

The Contemporary Ceramic Centre of La 
Borne is a cultural and tourist amenity of the 
‘Communauté de Communes Terres du Haut 
Berry’ municipality. The Centre’s exhibition 
programme is developed to be in tune with the 
permanent artistic presence of the Ceramics 
Association of La Borne, and in conjunction with 
all of its members.

The Centre is supported by the Ministry of 
Culture-Drac Centre-Val de Loire, the Centre-Val 
de Loire Region and the Cher Departmental 
Council, with the support of the municipality of 
Henrichemont. It is a member of the ‘devenir.art’ 
association of cultural stake- holders in the visual 
arts within the Centre-Val de Loire Region.

Practical information

Presentation of the exhibitions – places must be 
reserved 
Saturday 26 March at 3 pm and 5 pm
Sunday 27 March at 11.30 am 

Private viewing
Saturday 26 March at 6 pm*

Press contact: Corinne Galesso 
c.louveau@laborne.org 

Visuals can be downloaded from our website on 
the following page:
https://www.laborne.org/fr/dossier-de-presse/

The Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne
Is open every day from 11 am to 6 pm 
Visits to the Contemporary Ceramic Centre of

La Borne are carried out in compliance
with the sanitary regulations in force

* The private viewing of the exhibition will be confirmed 
later on, depending on government measures in force


