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Audrey Barbes
Audrey Barbes lives and works in Varaire in the Lot 
Department, where she shares a workshop with 
Justin Dutel.  

The first time the public was introduced to Audrey 
Barbes’ work at the Ceramic Center was at the 
time of the Héloïse Bariol exhibition in 2020. 
Pieces by Audrey Barbes were presented in a 
model of an exhibition space made of clay close 
to Héloise Bariol’s kiln and consisting of 2 trays 
and 4 corners. This installation was designed to 
be a small-scale place of experimentation, like 
an exhibition within an exhibition. Today, Audrey 
Barbes has taken over the exhibition space of the 
Ceramic Centre and is offering a set of pieces, 
an accumulation of sculptures that reflect the 
evolution of her work, these last ten years of 
practice and creation that she links to new urges 
to explore. Audrey Barbes wanted this moment of 
reflection to be public, shared with and open to 
others. In her practice, the ceramist likes to create 
moments that produce an encounter around 
common values - those of working with clay and 
firing with wood. She needs to confront otherness 
because she enriches her creative process with 
this permanent connection: “Ceramics is a way 
of constructing myself, of reaching out to others». 
Her inspirations are limitless and come from her 
daily life, her walks and her reading. In her studio, 
Audrey Barbes works with mineral or vegetal forms 
that are born from an instinctive relationship 
with the earth. She enjoys working with reworked 
and recycled clay, with living materials (Saint-
Amand-en-Puisaye stoneware, white stoneware, 
porcelain, etc.). Audrey Barbes fires once or twice 
a year in her 5m3 kiln. These unique, intimate, 
intense firings set the seal on her productions for 
the current year, which she will then share with 
the public at potters’ markets or in exhibitions. For 
the artist, ceramics is a way of raising people’s 
awareness of beautiful objects and their history: 
how was an object created, what is it used for, 
where does it come from and where will it go?

«After a quick training course, I settled in the 
Lot in 2008. Wood-fired firing was an obvious 
choice for me, so I built a single-chamber kiln. 
A preference for subtlety, harmonious curves, 
clay, fire, wood, sleepless nights, all these 
elements feed my passion for ceramics fired in 
an anagama kiln. I come to clay on the wheel, 
in slabs, coils, and even with a hammer, almost 
instinctively. Then I glaze, I decorate using cobalt 
or slip, or I leave the raw material natural. In 
the end, it’s the firing that leaves its imprint.” 
1 to 2 firings per year, between 4 and 5 
days of firing, about 12 to 15 cubic metres of 
wood, about 1 tonne of clay per firing.»

Audrey Barbes, 2021

Description of the techniques used
Stoneware from Saint-Amand-en-Puisaye, white stoneware, 
porcelain,
High temperature wood firing covered with slip to reveal the rough 
aspect of wood firing and/or glazed to add additional substance.
Hand-forming, throwing, coiling, slab forming, etc.
Shaping the clay mass.

Background/CV
CAP in Throwing ceramics in 2005 and training in glazing at the 
International Ceramics Training Centre (EMA-CNIFOP), Saint-
Amand- en Puisaye. 
Website: https://debriqueenbraise.jimdofree.com



Ceramics Association La Borne
TOUS ESSENTIELS ! #2 
Have things changed since last winter? Have 
things moved on since the ceramists of the 
Ceramics Association of La Borne (ACLB) 
invited you to discover the «TOUS ESSENTIELS!» 
exhibition last February? Were the debate to 
take place, it would be possible to say that it 
depends on what point of view you are coming 
from. As summer arrives, we invite you to come 
and stand in front of the work. Given the emotion 
it arouses, this new group exhibition is entitled 
quite naturally «TOUS ESSENTIELS! #2. This 
second season will bring together the same 
participants as in the first version: the ceramists 
of the Ceramics Association of La Borne (ACLB) 
and their work. Pieces made of clay, water, fire, 
movements and intentions.
They have the same material in common and 
transform it into pieces that are unique in the 
world this is the job of the members of the ACLB. 
Each one of them does it in the intimacy of their 
workshops. Exhibiting all together means living 
together. It is how to make the artistic community 
live. Just as shadow can reveal light, sculptures 
and utilitarian pieces unmask approaches, 
emotions, intuitions and techniques that are 
often very different. Whether rough, smooth, raw, 
glazed, fine, or massive, ceramics are an endless 
source of research and discovery. The fruits of 
creation are then offered to all like so many 
landscapes, points of view. Clay, transformed by 
controlled flame, has the ability to reveal itself 
as being absolutely essential to those who are 
willing to stop and contemplate it. A motionless 
journey? No. Ceramics is ready to travel through 
time to reveal our time. Let’s reach out, let’s 
listen... ceramics speak and has essential things 
to say.

ACLB, 2021

Participating ceramists 

Éric Astoul
Laurence Blasco Mauriaucourt
Jeltje Borneman
Anthony Bourahli
Patricia Calas Dufour
Claudie Charnaux Guillaume
Dominique Coenen
Nicole Crestou 
Suzanne Daigeler
Dalloun
Stéphane Dampierre
Bernard David
Corinne Decoux
Ophélia Derely
Claude Gaget
Jean Guillaume
Machiko Hagiwara
Viola Hering
Roz Herrin
Svein Hjorth Jensen
Jean Jacquinot
Pierre Jaggi
Anne-Marie Kelecom
Labbrigitte
Daniel Lacroix
Jacques Laroussinie
Christophe Léger
Dominique Legros
Christine Limosino Favretto
François Maréchal
Joël Marot
Maya Micenmacher Rousseau
Francine Michel
Marylène Millerioux
Isabelle Pammachius
Nadia Pasquer
Christine Pedley
Lucien Petit
Jean-Luc Pinçon
Charlotte Poulsen
Françoise Quiney
Michèle Raymond
Hervé Rousseau
Nicolas Rousseau
Karina Schneiders
Georges Sybesma
Jean-Pol Urbain
Nirdosh Petra van Heesbeen
Émilie Vanhaecke
Claude Voisin
David Whitehead



The ceramists of the ACLB

Céline Alfroid-Nicolas, 
Éric Astoul, 
Jean-Luc Belleville,  
Françoise Blain, 
Laurence Blasco Mauriaucourt, 
Jeltje Bornman, 
Anthony Bourahli, 
Patricia Calas-Dufour, 
Fabienne Claesen, 
Dominique Coenen, Isabelle Cœur, 
Nicole Crestou,  
Suzanne Daigeler, 
Dalloun, 
Stéphane Dampierre, 
Bernard David, 
Corinne Decoux, 
Ophélia Derely, 
Rachid Djabela, 
Claude Gaget, 
Agnès Galvao, 
Dominique Garet, 
Laurent Gautier,  
Geneviève Gay, 
Pep Gomez, 
Frans Gregoor, 
Catherine Griffaton, 
Jean Guillaume, 
Claudie Guillaume-Charnaux, 
Viola Hering,  
Roz Herrin, 
Svein Hjorth-Jensen, 
Jean Jacquinot, 
Pierre Jaggi, 
Anne-Marie Kelecom, 
Labbrigitte, 
Daniel Lacroix,  
Jacques Laroussinie, 
Christophe Léger, 
Dominique Legros, 
Christine Limosino Favretto, 
Claire Linard, 
Guillaume Moreau, 
Machiko Hagiwara, 
François Marechal, 
Joël Marot,  
Élisabeth Meunier, 
Maya Micenmacher Rousseau,  
Francine Michel, 
Marylène Millerioux, 
Isabelle Pammachius, 
Nadia Pasquer, 
Christine Pedley, 
Lucien Petit, 
Jean-Luc Pincon, 
Charlotte Poulsen, 
Françoise Quiney, 
Michèle Raymond,  
Anne Reverdy, 
Sylvie Rigal, 
Alicia Rochina, 
Lulu Rozay,  
Hervé Rousseau, 
Nicolas Rousseau, 
Karina Schneiders,  
Georges Sybesma, 
Diane Truti, 
Jean-Pol Urbain,  
Emilie Vanhaecke, 
Nirdosh Petra van Heesbeen,  
Claude Voisin, 
David Withehead, 
Seungho Yang

Ceramics Association La Borne
Since 1971, the Ceramics Association of La 
Borne (ACLB) has demonstrated its dynamism 
by organising regular events, international 
meetings and exhibitions originally held in 
the former girls’ school, and since 2010 in the 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne. 
Today the Association has a membership 
of over 70  ceramists representing thirteen 
different nationalities who all live within a 35 km 
radius of La Borne. All of them create unique 
pieces, utilitarian pottery and sculptures.
Techniques and firing vary, but wood firing still has 
a special place, with around thirty kilns currently in 
operation.
The Ceramics Association of La Borne is affiliated 
with the Collectif National des Céramistes 
(“National Collective of Ceramists”). It is a 
member of the Ateliers d’Art de France and 
“devenir.art”, an association of cultural actors in 
the visual arts in the Centre-Val de Loire region. It 
works in collaboration with the Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut Berry which manages 
the La Borne Contemporary Ceramic Centre.
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CENTRE CÉRAMIQUE CONTEMPORAINE LA BORNE 
25 Grand’ Route – 18250 La Borne

À 40 min de Bourges et 25 min de Sancerre
00 33 (0)2 48 26 96 21 
contact@laborne.org
www.laborne.org

The Contemporary 
Ceramics Centre  
of La Borne
The Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne 
(CCCLB) plays an essential, iconic role in the 
contemporary ceramics scene, of producing and 
disseminating ceramics. Its activities are focused 
on safeguarding, enhancing and developing the 
culture of international contemporary ceramics.
The Contemporary Ceramic Centre of La 
Borne is a cultural and tourist amenity of the 
‘Communauté de Communes Terres du Haut 
Berry’ municipality. The Centre’s exhibition 
programme is developed to be in tune with the 
permanent artistic presence of the Ceramics 
Association of La Borne, and in conjunction with 
all of its members. The Centre is supported by 
the Ministry of Culture-Drac Centre-Val de Loire, 
the Centre-Val de Loire Region and the Cher 
Departmental Council, with the support of the 
municipality of Henrichemont. It is a member of 
the ‘devenir.art’ association of cultural stake-
holders in the visual arts within the Centre-Val de 
Loire Region.

Practicalities & Contacts

Exhibition 22 may - 29 june 2021

Presentation of the artists’ work - by reservation 

Saturday 22 may 3pm and 4.30pm (ACLB and 
Audrey Barbes)
Sunday 23 may 11.30am (ACLB)

Press contact
Corinne Louveau – c.louveau@laborne.org 
Visuals downloadable from our website:
on demand

The Contemporary Ceramics Center of La Borne
is open every day from 11 am to 6pm

The visit of the Contemporary Ceramic Center 
La Borne is done in compliance with the current 
sanitary standards.


