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Biography 
Patrick Loughran is a ceramist who hails from Detroit, Michigan in the US. He holds degrees from 
Columbia University in New York in both Fine Arts and Political Science. He has taught ceramics 
in New York, Chicago and New Mexico. He moved to Paris in 1991, and he then taught at the 
École nationale supérieure d’art in Limoges and in several municipal art schools. He won the 2016 
Vallauris International Ceramics Biennial and regularly exhibits his sculptures and drawings in 
France and abroad. 

The artist’s approach 
At the Ceramics Centre, the exhibition was co-constructed in stages in collaboration between 
Patrick Loughran, Dominique Mathieu and Tiphanie Dragaut, by re-exploring the issues of  
«P & D», the development of artistic forms and themes introduced by the feminist movement of 
the 1960s and 1970s, and by re-opening the dialogue between Patrick Loughran’s work and the 
Arts and Crafts movement. It was not about fitting the artist’s work into a defined, historical, 
gender-defined or identity-based sphere. Rather, for the artist, it was about freeing himself from 
the habit of presenting his sculptures vertically, on plinths that he had created himself using 
everyday objects found in the street or recovered in recycling centres. The attention he pays to the 
way his sculptures are displayed determines the reception of the works in a «furnished» 
environment or a comfortable, controlled «semi-domestic» exhibition space. 
Thus, the idea of mounting an exhibition that would push the limits of a vertical, domesticated 
setting, moving towards a horizontal staging of a possible «interior», seemed to us to correspond to 
the artist’s current research. Thus, «L’espace à vivre» or the Living Space is built to reflect the 
architecture of the Ceramic Centre. It has a double aspect: towards the outside, in dialogue with 
the garden and the workshop; and towards the interior, mirroring the other exhibition spaces. The 
furniture is hand-made by Dominique Mathieu using rough materials, and is organised around 
three tables and a bookcase. The ensemble depicts the temporary conditions of existence portrayed 
by the works on display.

Patrick Loughran
This and That



Le four comme partenaire
Michel Cohen

Biography 
Michel Cohen has been working with his anagama kiln in the Hautes-Alpes department of France 
since 2003, exploring the sophisticated techniques of Japanese-style wood firing. His work is 
characterised by a constant exploration of the creative process and the encounter between the 
elements: fire, air and earth. He experiments with long firings, and for him, the fusion between 
mineral elements, ash and clay is a constantly shifting avenue of research.

The artist’s approach - The kiln as a partner
Wood firing means entrusting a part of my work to the fire, to enable the flames to give it its own 
breath of life. The pieces are «privileged» actors, witnesses to a process where the creative force of 
fire is as important as the way in which they are made. In long firing, I make use of the fusion 
between mineral elements, ash and clay as a constantly shifting avenue of research. I like to 
discover on the pieces the clay that has been enriched in the atmosphere of the anagama kiln. It is 
imprinted there in the form of marks left behind by the action of flames, embers and ash that have 
been deposited. My work in the workshop (making the pieces) and outdoors (cutting and 
preparing the wood and preparing the clay) is organised around two yearly firings. It is all about 
defining a specific time for each task, in harmony with the seasons. Spring is time for the first 
firing. Then comes summer, which is a good time for drying and preparing the clay. When autumn 
comes, it is time to bring wood down from the mountain and to organise the second firing. Winter 
is a time for reflection. Wood also needs to be cut and split, alternating this with work in the 
workshop. The choice of the Hautes-Alpes as the place where I live and work is the source of all 
this; it provides me with a natural environment and a proximity to timber.

Michel Cohen, January 2020

 



Artistic permanence 
Association Céramique La Borne

This exhibition has been designed by the members of the Ceramic Association of La Borne (ACLB) 
to reflect the programming of the temporary exhibitions. All year round, you can discover the 
variety of the traditional or the contemporary, the sculptural or the utilitarian artistic activities of 
the members of the ACLB.
The association’s dynamism has been demonstrated since 1971 through the organisation of regular 
events, international meetings and exhibitions, in the former village school for girls and since 2010, 
in the La Borne Contemporary Ceramics Centre. Currently the Ceramics Association of La Borne 
has over 70 members made up of thirteen different nationalities, artists who are all located within a 
radius of 35 kilometres. The members all create unique pieces, utilitarian pottery and sculptures. 
There are nowdiverse techniques firing methods, but wood-firing still plays a major role, with 
around thirty kilns currentlyin operation.The Ceramics Association of la Borne operates under the 
aegis of the Collectif National des céramistes (National Collective of Ceramists). It is a member of 
the Ateliers d’Art de France (Art Workshops of France) and “devenir art”, an association of the key 
figuresin the visual arts within the Centre-Val de Loire Region.It works in collaboration with the 
Communauté de Communes (municipality) of the Terres du Haut Berry, which manages the 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre of La Borne.

 The Artists
Céline Alfroid-Nicolas, Eric Astoul, Jean-Luc Belleville, 
Françoise Blain, Laurence Blasco-Mauriaucourt, 
Jeltje Borneman, Emmanuel Buchet, Patricia Calas-Dufour, 
Fabienne Claesen, Dominique Coenen, Isabelle Coeur, 
Nicole Crestou, Suzanne Daigeler, Dalloun, 
Stéphane Dampierre, Bernard David, Corinne Decoux, 
Ophelia Derely, Rachid Djabela, Claude Gaget, 
Agnès Galvao, Dominique Garet, Geneviève Gay, 
Pep Gomez, Frans Gregoor, Catherine Griffaton, 
Claudie Guillaume-Charnaux, Laurent Gautier, 
Jean Guillaume, Machiko Hagiwara, Viola Hering, 
Roz Herrin, Svein Hjorth-Jensen, Jean Jacquinot, 
Pierre Jaggi, Anne-Marie Kelecom, Labbrigitte, 
Daniel Lacroix, Jacques Laroussinie, Dominique Legros, 
Christine Limosino-Favretto, Claire Linard, 
François Maréchal, Joël Marot, Elisabeth Meunier, 
Maya Micenmacher-Rousseau, Francine Michel, 
Marylène Millerioux, Guillaume Moreau, 
Isabelle Pammachius, Nadia Pasquer, Christine Pedley, 
Lucien Petit, Jean-luc Pinçon, Charlotte Poulsen, 
Françoise Quiney, Michèle Raymond, Anne Reverdy, 
Sylvie Rigal, Alicia Rochina, Hervé Rousseau, 
Nicolas Rousseau, Lulu Rozay, Karina Schneiders, 
Georges Sybesma, Diane Truti, Jean-Pol Urbain, 
Nirdosh Petra van Heesbeen, Claude Voisin, 
David Whitehead, Seungho Yang.
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 Practical information
Exhibitions from 20 June to 21 July 2020

 As a result of extraordinary health 
measures in place, there will be no private 
viewings.
The presentation of the artists’ work will be 
by reservation only (with a limited number 
of places): Saturday 20 June at 3 pm and 5 
pm and Sunday 21 June at 11.30 am.

 Press contact
Corinne Louveau – c.louveau@laborne.org
Visuals may be downloaded from our website: 
upon request.

 Contemporary Ceramics Centre of  
 La Borne 
is open every day: 
Please note: exceptional opening hours 
during the period of de-confinement:  
11am to 6pm

The Centre of 
Contemporary Ceramics at 
La Borne holds an iconic 
and indispensable place in 
the contemporary ceramics 
scene, through its output 
and its promotion of the 
practice of ceramics. Its 
activities relate to the 
preservation, showcasing 
and development of the 
culture of international 
contemporary ceramics.
 The Contemporary 
Ceramics Centre of La 
Borne is a cultural and 
tourism-related facility of 
the Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut 
Berry.
 The Centre’s 
programme of exhibitions 
reflects the permanent 
artistic presence assured by 
the Ceramics Association of 
La Borne and is conceived 
in collaboration with all of 
its members. The Centre is 
supported by the Ministry of 
Culture-Drac Centre-Val de 
Loire, the Centre-Val de 
Loire Region and the 
“Conseil départemental du 
Cher”, with the support of 
the municipality of 
Henrichemont. It is a 
member of “devenir.art”, an 
association of cultural 
stakeholders in the visual 
arts within the Region of 
Centre-Val de Loire.


