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Press Release

From 25 August to 1 September 2018, the Ceramists of the ‘Association Céramique La Borne’ 
and the ‘Centre céramique contemporaine La Borne’ will play host to the 3rd European 
Conference of Wood-Firing. This conference originated in Pasewalk, Germany in 2012, and 
went on to be held in Guldagergaard, Denmark in 2015. Every three years, these conferences 
bring together  people with an  involvement in wood-firing, to take part in conferences, fi-
rings, film projections, demonstrations and exhibitions within the context of traditional cera-
mic craft. It should not be forgotten that wood-firing has been a constant factor of life at La 
Borne since the village was first settled, and this is borne out by the many kilns still in service 
here in the present day. This week will provide the opportunity for the public to discover this 
major center of French ceramics.
 
The village has been home to potters working with stoneware clay since the 17th century, with no 
break in its tradition, and today La Borne counts around one hundred potters/ceramists/sculptors 
within a range of 30 km of the village, located in the department of the Cher (18). Since the 1950s, 
many foreign ceramists have moved here after choosing to work in stoneware clay and use wood-
firing techniques. As a result, around 10 different nationalities can be found here, the majority of the 
ceramists firing with wood in different types of direct or inverted 
flame kilns of varying size.
Speakers from all over Europe will be coming to La Borne to run 
conferences that are planned throughout the week, and profes-
sionals will be able to present their experiments and productions, 
as well as share their practical techniques. 
Alongside this, the general public is also invited to join us in vi-
siting the workshops of the local ceramists, following the loading, 
firing and unloading of the kilns. In the same way as during our 
week of the ‘Grands Feux’ which will take place at the end of Oc-
tober, several kilns will be operating. In the programming we have 
also planned to have a series of demonstration workshops run 
by professionals from France and elsewhere, as well as hands-on 
workshops and visits of the village and surroundings.
This programme is suitable for professionals and amateurs alike 
and is there to create an exchange and the sharing of knowle-
dge and skills. The discussions taking place within the framework 
of this event will make it possible to evaluate both the state of 
contemporary wood-fired ceramics and envision its future.
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Visuals can be downloaded from the website 
www.laborne.org – “Press” page (user: laborne-018; password: presse)

3rd European Conference of 
Wood Firing

About Us

Association céramique La Borne
- 70 ceramist members from La 
Borne and surrounding areas

- President: Stéphane Dampierre

- A partner of the Centre céramique 
contemporaine La Borne

Centre céramique contemporaine  
La Borne (CCCLB)
- Managed by the Communauté de 
Communes Terres du Haut Berry

- President : Bernard Rousseau

- Vice-President with responsibility 
for the tourism sector :  
Nathalie Mestre


